” 


yo 


— — —— —w ͥᷓñ. 


* 


* 


4 


- . 1 I A 
N » ihe 2 
1 1 1 1 


— 


* 


8 


— OG SE CLIPS — - 
#1 
S 


3 ANION 
& * ; 


* 


4 — n 


| 
4 
| 
f 


f 
| 
F 
f 


20S 


2 W * N 
a A 


* 
_ 


e 2 3 K 
5 x k 
„ 
3 7 


. 
"% 


JS 2 


o 
a. 4 


N 2 


— = 

$4 "6 2 
oF 22%-v2 

* = a 


e 


7 


4 


had 
{Lb Wipe 4 


8 * 


8 * »S - -, 

"0 2 a 3 15 

* * « 4 

> *& $- 8 
FE. 5 ack 3 
N | 


2 

. 
oe Vo : 
— 


— Fd rw: — 8 


r 
rr * 


Ws ; 
We wo 3 My y 
2 7 : 

* N . 2 


r 


un 


und. 


\ wo 
AD. * Ws 
hs * X 9 x 
R #4... + A „ ” oF 
* &.* L 0 Seni 8 a 
yur; * » 
% * 
— 


* , 1 
424 4 * 3 
is £54 1 * 
2 W 
* 3 4 
Te A 
: ay & > 


z 
[i * 
* 
4 3 N. 1 7 * 
1 voi 1 * 4 I 4 
n 7 . e #4 
s YL x 1 4 i 
' i EAT ox 
* 1 — 0 « 
999 ; 
66 *. 
. 4 "oo r * 
4. 9 1 4 
. a 
R , 8 
* 5 4 © 
+ 4 * FE 1b * 
4 £04 1 = * 


"A" * 
1 N ® 1 : . N . - 
v > - 
0 4 SS 5 % — 
br OSS. N ef 0 un 
e Ti 
3 * : 7 l 
* 7 £ . \ 
: _ f as: 4 4 * 1 
i 8 : 8 
y N 1 ; * 
* 
4 43m. Wy 
s w \ * 7 
* 


4 $44 : 
7 Ix * 5 7 
> . * % 
om" 
- 
5 
4 * 
een 
* n ” rs 
- 
by 
: « TY; . 
1 ” 
wa 91 


} "= $6 
J ; 
$. *3 4 * 


' 9 4 x 
Tj 4 


JJ en on Daher ng %%% 2 JEST 
SU RING. the lud Seon of Parliament ſeveral. Petitions were preſented to the Houſe 
e Commons,” complaining,” that the Bounty, allowed by Parliament on Corn exported' 
dom this Kingdom, had not been Oy paid. Theſe Petitions were ordered to lie 
vpon the Tabley' but as the Subject of them has afforded much Diſcourſe, give me Leave 
deer ſome Thoughts, relating to it, to the Conſideration of the Public, gg 
eise Petitioners have legal Claim to the Bounty on all the Corn they haue exported, is 


[Ys Point with Which 1 have no Concern; but thus much I e Nees to ſay, that if the Bounty 

» was driginally granted without any Reſtrictions and Limitations, and it be equitable and juſtto give them 
Relief, they may reſt ſatisfied, that the Honour of Parliament will give it them, though the Funds, 
from whence this Bounty has been paid, may have failed. But my Deſign is only to conſider the 
5 Influence of this Bounty on our National Wealth and Trade: That it is greatly prejudicial to them, 
may, I think, be thus demonſtrated, | PPP 


* 


\ 


given away; this would plainly be to loſe the Value of one Man's Labour: But the Loſs would be 


exactly the ſame, if twelve Men ſhould be ſo employ'd for a Month; or if one twelfth Part of the 


whole Year's Work ſhould be given away. Suppoſing then, that the Bounty makes the Price of 
3 our Corn abroad leſs by one twelfth Part than it would otherwiſe be; it is evident, that the Nation 


gives away one twelfth Part of all the Labour employed in growing this Corn, and exporting it, 


and of the Rents of the Land on which it grows. To give a Bounty on Corn exported, is, there- 


fore, nothing leſs, than to hire our People to work for Foreigners; not for the beneficial Purpoſes of 


ſelling to them Goods of all Kinds perfectly manufactured, and at their Market-Price, but to 
make a Neceſſary of Life the cheaper to their Manufacturers, Seamen, and Labourers of every Kind. 
There are two Reaſons for the Continuance of the Bounty, which ſeem to be moſt ſpecious : One 


tereſt of Trade, which requires, that Corn and all other Proviſions ſhould be as cheap as poſſible, for 


requires, that Labour ſhould 


| miſtakes his own Intereſt :_His particular Trade, as well as others, 
= our Trade decreaſes, the Number of our People muſt decreaſe alſo; and nothing can ſupport the 
Farmer's Buſineſs in any Country but a great Number of Inhabitants : This enables him to join to- 


more Corn, and at leſs Expence than any other Method of Huſbandry. But he will never feed Cat- 
tle where he cannot ſell them; and he cannot fell them where there are not People to eat them. 


. 


As our Trade, and the Number of our People have increaſed, the Farmer has found a greater De- 
mand for Beef, Mutton, Butter, &c. and the Stock which he keeps to anſwer this greater Demand, 
manures his Land without Expence; and, by enabling him to grow on all his Lands Graſs and Corn 

alternately, makes the Crops of both more plentiful. Hence it is, that common Fields have been in- 


cloſed, barren Heaths converted to Tillage, old Paſtures broken up, and the Farmers in general en- 


abled to pay their advanced Rents. Thus all the Improvements in Farming, and the Value of our 


Lands, depend on the Increaſe of Trade; and the Bounty of Corn can never be of Service to the 


Farmer or Land-Owner, if it is prejudicial to the Trader. 

Leet us ſee, therefore, what the Trader ſays to it. He objects, that by taking away the Bounty, 
and conſequently making Corn cheap, the Induſtry of the common People will be leſſened. To give 
this Objection the more Force, it is ſaid, that the Traders in our Manufacture Towns find the greateſt 

"Difficulty in carrying on their Buſineſs upon every extraordinary Call from abroad for our Manu- 
factures: That the Workmen proportion the Value of their Labour to the Demands for the Manu- 
factures; and, when the Price of three Days Labour will maintain their Families a Week, will not 

; work fix; and, if the Neceſſaries of Life were to be had at a cheaper Rate, the Caſe would be {till worſe, 
It muſt be allowed that this is true with regard to all Labour in England, where a Monopoly is given 
to almoſt every Kind of Manufacture, and the Traders are not allowed to employ ſuch Hands as they 
think are {it and able to work for them, but are confined to ſuch only as the Law has qualified: But 
it is nevertheleſs very manifeſt, that in all Countries, where Induſtry is not reſtrained, the Price of 

Proviſions muſt affect the Price of Labour. This will always be diminiſhed when the Neceſſaries of 
Life grow cheaper: And the objection ſhews not that the Increaſe of the Price of Corn, by a Bounty 
on its Exportatian, is beneficial to Trade; but that there is another Evil in our Law, which we ſhould 

N endeavour to remove. This Evil conſiſts in the various Difficulties and Diſcouragements which are 
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Should the Public employ one Man a whale Ye in a Piece of Work to be fog abrogil and 


is urged by the Farmer and Land-Owner, and one by the Trader: Each of them neglects the Intereſt | 
of the other, and miſtakes his own. The Farmer ſays, that, without a Bounty, no Corn will be = =. 
ported; and that, without an Exportation, he could not pay his Rent. But he here neglects the In- 


'gether the Trades of Farming and Grazing: His Cattle improve his Ground, and make it produce 4" 


This will explain the Improvements which have been made in our Lands ſince the Revolution. 


D 


whatever makes them dear, miſt make Labour dear alſo, and muſt leſſen, the Sale of our Man- 
factures in foreign Markets, And if the Farmer thinks that this is of no Importance to him, he 


e ö 2 - 


ſe b 
put it in a Power of Workmen to demand higher Wages than 
vent the Sale of our Manufactures abroad. 5 


venture to pronounce, that a general Exciſe on all the Bread we cat could not be attended with 
more pernicious Conſequences. 0 ))/%%%%VVVVVVV IEEE on 


man is not well acquainted with the Nature of the Subje 
the Minds of others, and what is of real and important Service to the Nation be ſet in a contrary 


bentures) ſeems to make al Claim to the Bounty. an the Corn they has 
. © "Matter of ſome Joubt : Whereas he might with more Propriety have queitioned ThE. anner e 
Deficiency of the Funds applied to the Payment of the ſaid Bounty, which there may be good Grounds. 
to doubt of; being a Matter that has never been cleared up to the Petitioners, who are the Sufferers. 
This Gentleman ought to have ſatisfied himſelf by the Acts of Parliament in force, that the Peti- 
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f ſuch a general Want would be 
whereas our preſent Reſtraints often 
their Work deſerves, and thus pre- 
There is no Complaint more common amongft our Merchants, than, that Foreighers underwork 
us in almoſt every Kind of Manufacture: And can we be ſurpriſed at it, when the general Tendeneß 
of our Laus is, to make Labour dear at home and cheap abroad: When we either forbid ou People 
to work, or oblige them to work in ſome diſadvantageous Manner: When we lay all our Taxes on 
Trade, or, which is {till worſe for Trade, on the Neceſſaries of Life: And when we contrive to ſeed 


1 
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the Labourers, ManuſaQurers, and Seamen of foreign Countries, with our Corn at a che 


done, is the ſame Thing as to lay a Tax on the Conſumption of it: And to do this in ſuch a Manner 
as leſſens the Price of it abroad, is to apply this Tax for the Benefit of Foreigners. If then we con- 
ſider the Miſchiefs that the Bounty on Corn does to Trade and Farming; in their true Light, we may 
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] HAVE obſerved in the Gereral Evening Pin of the 230 of Jil, and reprinted the 18th of the 
* following Month, a Letter on the Subject of the Bounty on Corn exported, which the Author en- 
deavours to treat as prejudicial to the Intereſt of the 5 : But it appears to me that the Gentle- 


; and, leſt Milrepreſentations ſhould taint 


* 


- . Light, give me Leave by your Paper to offer alſo to the Public my Sentiments thereupon. But firſt 3 
_ * would obſerve that the Author of the aforementioned Letter, ſpeaking of ſeveral Petitions preſented to 


De- 


N 
$65 


the Parliament during the = Seſſions (which complained. of the Delay of the Payment of Corn 


. 


* 1 
*. 
** 
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Ws 


tioners have undoubted good Right to the Payments of the Monies petitioned for, and he would at 


+ the ſame Time have ſeen that the Bounty on Corn is not allowed when the Price exceeds a certain 


Rate, and therefore his Infinuation of its being granted without any Reſtrictions or Limitations is an 


unjuſt Reflection on the Wiſdom of Parliament. 


The Demonſtration, which this Gentleman would give of the Prejudice of this Bounty to the national 
Wealth, is not convincing by the Compariſon he draws of giving away the Labour of a Man, nor is 


it a juft Simile: He miſtakes the Matter; for it is not true that the Bounty is given away to Fo- 
reigners; it 1 Land-Owners and own People at home, who receive all the Benefits of it. Tis 
© by the Bounty a 


| one that we are enabled to ſupply foreign Markets as cheap as other Corn Countries 
do; without it we ſhould not have ſold near ſo much to the French even this Year, for I very well 


a 


know they have purchaſed very large: Quantities elſewhere, and at cheaper Rates notwithſtand- 


ing. And when the Merchant here makes an Eſtimate of the Advantage of exporting Corn from the 


State of Markets abroad, he would very rarely find Encouragement for the Undertaking without the 


Bounty, by which he eſteems the Coft ſo much leſſened; for there are divers Charges of collecting 
and ſhipping Grain, of Freight and Sale, &c. that greatly enhance the Price and ordinarily make it 
come dear to the Conſumer. *Tis by the Bounty alone that our Lands are improved, common 


Fields incloſed, barren Heaths converted to Tillage, and old Paſtures broken up; and it is the 


Bounty alone that enables the Farmer to pay his advanced Rent, though the Author of the aforemen- 
tioned Letter would endeavour to aſcribe all theſe Benefits to quite a different and altogether to an 
inſufficient Cauſe. Tis evident that it is the Bounty alone, which has ſo much encouraged the Plan- 
tations of Corn, and ſo much increaſed that valuable Trade to the Kingdom, by which we are become, 


az it were, the chief Granary of Europe, and by which ſo many Millions of Money have been brought 
Into the Nation. And as the Author well obſerves the Riches of a Nation to depend upon the Mul- 


titude of Inhabitants, ſo without theſe Improvements of the Land there muſt have been leſs Work, 
and would conſequently have been leſs People in the Kingdom. As it is then the Bounty which has 


To much increaſed the Value of dur Lands, and of courſe, in a great Meaſure, the Riches of the Na- 
tion; the withdrawing it muſt have a contrary Effect; for then the Farmers muſt all at once be 


ruined, 


ID 
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® r . bd . . 4 1 ; ow Ft 
than our on People can have it? To raife the Price of Corn at home, in whatever Manner it is 
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wied, and the Corm Trade be loſt to the Kingdom, or chert muſt of Neceſſty be 4 Reduction - WM 
Rents of more than 30 per Cent. which will ſcarce be reliſned by the Land-Owners, evep if totally 


— Havock in the Kingdom; for though the Bounty has greatly increaſed the Value of Lands, 
yet every Purchaſer of Land buys that Advantage + And as the Bounty is of more Importance to the 
Land than would be even a total Exemption from Land- Tax, though the Balance in the preſent WB 
Situation is vaſtly in favour of the Revenue, it ſeems therefore for the general Intereſt gf the Nation 
that the old Laws be continued; and as they have ſo much increaſed the Trade and Riches of the 
Nation, tis Wiſdom to know when it is well, and not attempt an Alteration, leſt the Point be miſtaken, 
and others get the Trade from us.— For we ſhould, without the Bounty, have a ſmall Share of it, 
Aunleſs in Times of very extraordinary Plenty at home, and of extream Want abroad, which may bur ; 
We find already that many neighbouring Nations, and ſome of our more diſtant Provinces, are vy. 
"#7 ing with us in this Branch of Trade.” Denmark N Hamburg h, Dantzicks and the Baltick, have for ſome 


© Years paſt furniſhed very large 


er 


' . tations in America not only ſupply much to Spain and Portugal, but even come ſo near to us as Jreland 
and the Bay of Biſcay, and underſell us at theſe Places; not to mention what a very flouriſhing Trade 
this is in Sicily, Naples, the Zevant, Marea, Sc. — So that all thoſe Countries, if we reſign to them the 

Trade, will grow more potent by Sea and Land; and America, perhaps; as a natural Conſequence, 


= 


. — 


more abroad, and may in time ſubject us to the Miſery of ſeeking foreign Supplies for our own Uſe, 
which was à Caſe that ſhould not be forgotten, when a few Years ſince our Crop failed, and we im- 
ported large Quantities from abroad. It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary to ſtrive by all poſſible 
means for the Security of the Corn Trade to this Kingdon, and any Neglect thereof will open a wide 
Door to Poverty and Piſtreſ P06 17 Ht JV 
It is; undoubtedly, an univerſal Maxim and an experienced Truth in all Branches of Trade, that 
thoſe who can furniſh cheapeſt a Commodity, of equal Goodneſs, will have the Trade; but then the 
Author of the aforementioned Letter eſteems the Corn Trade only as ſubſervient to all others, and 
ſcarce counts it to bear any Proportion to the Manufacturies, and even calls thoſe only the Trades 
and trading Part of the Kingdom; though perhaps the Corn Trade is a more conſiderable Branch 
than moſt of them, and, if not the firſt, may, I apprehend, be the ſecond moſt valuable Trade of the 
Kingdom. If we reflect a little upon the Extent of it, perhaps we ſhall find the Tract of Land 
dependent thereon is the moſt conſiderable Part of the Nation, and the ſame alſo of the Inhabitants 
and People therein employed. And I believe there is not any one Branch of foreign Trade which is | 
_ ſo beneficial to the Navigation Intereſt, for the Bounty is well and wiſely confined to the Employ- - 
ment of our own Shipping; tis a bulky Commodity, and therefore employs the more Veſſels, Was 
ne to take a Survey of all the little Ports upon the Coaſts of this Kingdom, one would be ſurprized 
to ſee how the Number of Ships and Veſſels are increaſed, which have no other Dependence than the 
Corn Trade; and if there is an Increaſe of Shipping, there muſt; alſo, be an Increaſe of Mariners, 


WU whichalt to he. che beſt:Sceurity.of the Kingdom. The Employment al rhele. nd Ma 
F mn | occanons: TS among” varus sorts or Mechanics amore: ort, a Multitude 


of Families have their ſole Dependence on the Employment of Shipping in the Corn Trade, and when 
any Stagnation happens, the Conſequences are fiat ly —— „ ene „ 
Was the Bounty on Corn withdrawn, it might then be loaded on foreign Ships as well as our own, 
and a Preference would be given to them, becauſe they will generally carry it much cheaper than 
ours; and this would be a fatal Stroke to our Navigation. © © 1 OP 
IIe is therefore as material that we ſhould ſtudy to preſerve the Corn Buſineſs as any other to the 
Nation, and not let other Countries underſell us, which, without the Bounty, at the preſent Rate of 
dur Lands, they would be able to do; and if it be productive of an Increaſe of our Trade to ſupply 
foreign Markets with a Commodity cheaper than others, then to ſecure thoſe Branches of Trade is 
the wiſeſt Scheme; for while we give them a Neceſſary of Life, we draw their Money away, and the 
Balance of Trade againſt a Nation always tends to impoveriſh it. | 
, Beſides, I do not conceive that the Exportation of Corn has any material Influence upon the Ma- 
nufacturies, the chief of which are ſituated generally in the interior Parts of the Kingdom, where the 
Exportation can have very little Effect upon the Price. Theſe are not Countries that generally grow | 
an Abundance of Corn, and therefore the People more eaſily conceive odd and erroneous N otions 
about ſending it out of the Kingdom : — And though theſe Manufacturies deſerve to be encouraged, 
. are they only to be conſidered? Is all the Sea - Coaſt, whoſe main Dependence is upon the Exportation 
of Corn, to be altogether neglected and totally ruined for want of other Employment: 
T be Author ſuppoſes an Objection from the Trader (and by whom I apprehend he means the Ma- 
nufaCturer) againſt taking off the Bounty; that Cheapneſs and Plenty do not encourage Induſtry in 
the Poor; and it is an unhappy Truth! But he adds, that any permanent Change in the Price of Pro- 
viſions muſt affect the Price of Labour: Yet this which he calls permanent is {till but an accidental 
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© Change, and ſuch there muſt of Neceſſity always be in the Price of Proviſions, if from no other Cauſe 
than the Difference of our Crops at home; for large Demands of Corn abroad are not permanent : 
and therefore *tis that the Exportation (though a ſeeming Paradox) makes it cheap at home ; for our 
Lands being improved, People plant all they can upon the Preſumption of an Exportation, which elſe 

there would not be Encouragement to do; and as the foreign Demand is precarious, ſo it often hap- 
pens that we have large Stocks in the Kingdom, and little or no Vent for them. The Price of Corn may 
indeed for a Seaſon advance, through the Heat of Speculation for foreign Markets; as is the Caſe, 

N | | more 


erempted from the Land- Tax; nor would ſuch a Declenſion of the Value of Lands fail to make Ml 


1 Quantities of Corn to the Places where it has been wanted, and at 1 
much cheaper Rates than could be had from us, notwithſtanding the Bounty; and our own Plan- = 


may not long endure Subjection to us. ſay, that, in proportion to any Reduction of the Bounty, 
the Corn Trade muſt decline in England, and a gradual Neglect of Tillage at home will encourage it 
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| more or lefs; in moſt other Merchandizes; but Experience! proves that Toi, is only dear ſor à Cob · 
tinuance when the Crop has proved light at home: A Deficiency this way vill ſoon ovenbalance the 
Er largeſt Exportation ever known, and the Farmer muſt then ſell his Corn at a dearer Rate, ort can't pay 
{ _ "his Rent, as Eſtates are now in general let. When we have a plentiful Crop, Wheat is and will be cheap 0 
and large Stocks left even after the greateſt Exportation. What then would be the Conſequence, 5 
there was no Bounty to encourage the Exportation, and eſpecially as our Plenty oſten happens when _ 
there is no great Demand for it abroad? 1ſay then, that by the Exportation of Corn thers is no per- 
manent Advance of the Price, but on the contrary, that there are often accidental Changes, when it is 
thereby lower; and to make it appear that the Price of Bread is not, on an Average, at any unrea- 
ſonable Price for the Labourer, Wheat has not for the laſt ſeven Years together met at more than 
26s. 69. per Qr. Exchequer Meaſure, and that in a Place of conſiderable Exportation; nor do I 
Fonceive that a ſmall Advance of Bread would be perceptible in the Sale of any Piece of Goods ma- 
nufactured and ſent abroad. Moreover, if great Cheapneſs of Corn be moſt advantageous to the King- 
dom, why is it that the Legiſlature does not freely ſuffer it to be imported, when it may; but dy 
ſuch Liberty would be deſtruftive to the Landed Intereſt of the Kingdom: ooo 
II beg Leave to remark, by the Way, what oppoſite and contradicting Arguments have been offered 
agaiaſt the Bounty on Corn: A While ago there came out a Pamphlet, intitled, National Thoughts 
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I have been large to ſer theſe Matters in à clear Light, and I hope it appears that the Boun 


5 OL. LING, ag DIL men by Act or Fart. diſcharged in three Months at % 
. ” theCuſtom-Houſe in London, for want of Monies ariſing from the Branches thereto appropriated ſuf- | 
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Vin a few Weeks after loaden. Some Regulation in this-reſpe8t is neceſſary, and bur juſt and 
_ equitable, that all the Parts of the Kingdom may be more on a footing, being doubtleſs intended that 
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ent of thoſe Debentures being ſo precarious and uncertain, are no more negotiable ; that the ; 0 
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common Intereſt; and every Manag 
though the common Stock loſes by it Five 
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| TH E Anſwerer wholly miſtakes the Meaning of my firſt Paragraph. It was neither deſigns 
inſinuate any Doubts concerning the N 

nor to reflect on the Wiſdom of Parliament: I choſe to wave the Queſtion of Law, anc | 
preſſed my Confidence, that if the Law, as it now ſtands, is on the Side of the Petitioners, the Parlia- 


Ihe Reaſoning contained in my next Paragra 
for which our Corn ſells Abroad; but to leſſen 


is not to give Money to Foreigners, but to our own People. He does not perceive, that if A givesB : 
five Shillings to ſell a Quarter of Corn to C, at five Shillings leſs than the Market Price, C has al! 3 
the Advanvantage of the Gift, and not A or B: But what is the Meaning of giving to our own Po: 


ple? Is it not the ſame Thing as giving to ourſelves? A Kind of Traffick, by which a Nation can no 


Was granted, has gradually 


and it the Bounty on Corn, and other fatal Makes in our Laws, had not retarded its Progreſs, 
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vide for the due Execution of it, and thereby give them Relief. But this not being to 
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more grow rich than an Tndividual.  _ — Wi cer tet et ann; rat Rn 
But the Corn Trade, it is ſaid, brings in Riches to the Nation, and is ſupported merely by the 
Bounty. Without examining the Circumſtances of this Trade; it is eaſy to prove, that if it is ſup- 
ported merely by the Bounty, it cannot add to the Riches of the Nation: And that if it really adds 4 
to the Riches of the Nation, it would be carried on without a Bounty; for in this, as in every other 
Trade, while it is left to its natural Courſe, the Intereſts of the Nation and of the Trader are connected. 
But in every Trade, encouraged by Bounties, or modelled and reſtrained by Laws, they are ſe- 
parated. This may be illuſtrated by the following familiar Inſtance: Let us imagine that five Trades 
make a Joint - Stock, and carry on a Trade, by which they gain Five per Cent. that is, One per Cent. 
= to cach of the Partners on all the Goods they ſell: In order to increaſe their Trade, they agree, that | 
each of them ſhall manage a ſeparate. Branch, and ſhall take to his own private Uſe Two per Cent. oh 
all he ſells: They have now particular Intereſts, which overbalance to each of them his Share in the 
mager will have as great an Advantage from his Branch of Trade, 
t per Cent. as he had before when it gained as much. Thus 
they muſt all in Time be ruined ;. and he only will ſuffer leaſt who contributes molt to the common 
Loſs. The Caſe is exactly the fame, whether the Number of Partners be five or five Millions; and 


1 
the Nation may be conſidered as a Number of Part Y 
I : h 0 Pe EO . % FEENEY * R Ns . err ee. a: vip 
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equal Goodneſs, will have the Trade. The Gentleman therefore muſt have been deceived : If the 
French bought Corn of us, they could not buy it cheaper elſewhere; nor could they do ſo, if the 


; 


Bounty was withdrawn: For in this Caſe we ſhould find, that the Price abroad would exceed the 


Price in England fo much, that the Difference would anſwer the Freight, and the Exporter's Profit : 
And ſuch a Difference between the Prices of our Proviſions at Home and Abroad would be à great 
7 Encouragement to Induſtry amongſt us; for thus we ſhould gain an Advantage in every Kind of 


Manufacture, and not an inconſiderable one, as this Gentlemen chooſes to repreſent it. The mean 


Price of Wheat being ſuppoſed as he ſets it at 1]. 65. 6d. per Quarter, the Bounty is almoſt. 19 per 
Cent So much then will be the Advantages in our Expences which we ſhall get by taking off the 


Bounty. And if a Reduction be made of ſome of our Taxes on the Neceſſaries of Life, equal to 
the Demands of this Bounty, which have been annually made on the Government, on a Medium, 


ſuch a Change would make a ſtill greater Abatement in the Price of Proviſions. C 
Of this the Anſwerer will be able to judge, if he conſiders how much a ſmall Tax on one Neceſ- 


ſary of Life advances the Price of all other Neceſſaries, either for Food or Cloathing. Almoſt the 


whole Conſumption of our labouring People are Things of our own Growth, or our own Manu- 
factures and in whatever Proportion the Expences of a . | 
Portion will his Wages be diminiſhed, if the Reſtraints upon Induſtry are at the ſame Time taken off. 


abourer are diminiſhed, in the ſame Pr 


Theſe are certainly the principal, if not the fole Cauſe of Idleneſs and Debauchery among the com- 


mon People; for. muſt not Reſtraints on Induſtry deſtroy the induſtrious Diſpoſitions of the People, 


. as much as Reſtraints on Vice diſcourage the vicious one? 


But it may be aſked, If the Manufacturer gains, will not the Land-Owner loſe? Will not the 


alue of the Produce of his Land, and conſequently of the Land itſelf be greatly decreaſed? I an- 
{wer directly, No; on the contrary, it will be greatly increaſed: For it is the Land-Owners true In- 


tereſt to make Trade flouriſh ; his Rents can only be advanced by a al Increaſe of the N 
of its Inhabitants, and of the * y y a general Increaſe of the Number 


of the Nation: If the Anſwerer had attended to this, he would 
not have miſunderſtood a very clear Writer; whoſe Thoughts on this Subject I have the Satisfaction 
to find agreeing with mine; and who, nevertheleſs, proves, that the Price of Wheat, ſince the Bounty 
ed. - This has been wholly owing to the Increaſe of our Trade; 


Bounties, are hi 
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Thus I argue on a Suppoſition, that the Trade in Corn would be deſtroyed by taking away che 

Bounty: But this appears to me a groundleſs Imagination. The Anſwerer indeed aſſerts, that the © 
French have this Year purchaſed very large Quantities elſewhere at cheaper Rates than from England 
To which I will only. oppoſe his own Words: That it is an undoubted, an univerſal Maxim, and an 
experienced Truth, in all Branches of Trade, that they who can furniſh cheapeſt a Commodity of 


1 6 
* 


Price is the ſame Thing as to give back Fart of it 
to Foreigners: The Bounty therefore is a Loſs to the Nation. The firſt of theſe Propoſitions is not 
denied; the Bounty, we both agree, makes our Corn cheap abroad: But this; the Gentleman uh 


ment will e u f. WS t. 
my Purp E Touched it lightly, and proceeded to ſhew that the Inſtitution itſelf is greatly prejudi - 
cial > Weakb and Trade af the Nie... | 

_ is to this Purpoſe : The Bounty leſſens the Price 
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= - We might TR found at this Time the Price of Corn lower, antl the Value of finds higher, that, 


can be eaſily imagined. 

That the Improvements in the Value of Lands: have ariſen,” not from the Bounty, but from the 
Improvements in Trade, I undertook to ſhew in my former Letter from the Nature of Farming. 
As the Anſwerer ſeems to diſregard this Argument, I will add ſome Obſervations to confirim it. 

wy Farmer knows, that the Lands, for which he pays with Difficulty, or rather is unable to 


But What is the Reaſon of this Change i in its Value? It is plainly ckis; that when he ploughs an open 
Field he can only grow Corn, but an Incloſure can be turned to various Uſes. By ſowing Turnips, 
and Graſs at proper Intervals, he employs the ſame Lands for his Dairy, and for making fat Cattle, 
eon Which at other Times, he has plentiful Crops of Corn. Old Paſtures, which. uſed to ſerve for 
- Grazin only, are found to anſwer this Purpoſe better, when broktn up and thrown into chi. Method 
$f Huſbandry: Heaths alſo, formerly accounted barren and uſeleſs, are, by the ſame Method, changed 
| Int fruitful Incloſures of Grafs and Corn. Thus the Inducements the Farmers have had to keep 
ep Stocks of Cattle have put them in a Way of growing more Corn, and have enabled yu to 


nereaſe of our Trade. If then the Bounty is prejudicial to the general State of Trade, how 
pport the Corn Trade? How can it be advantageous either to the Farmer or Land- Owner? 
How can . increaſe our Shipping, or add to our. naval Strength ? A Trade carried on in as Manner 
Js deſtructive to all other Trades, can only tend to impoveriſh the Nation, to check the Progreſs of 
our Manufactures, to top the eee of our Lands, and 1 by Degrees, t the Emp 
ment of our Shipping. if | 


I The'Gentleman'to whom I am replying, FER ack conceidd. the: our Navigation, or nber far 4 
5 ae (edit of our Act of Navigation. He ſays, that our Corn, if the Bounty be wichdrawn, f may be 
AJ oaded on fore u Ships as well as our on; and that a Preference will be given to them, becauſe 


mer wil general y carry it much cheaper than ours. And if there was not too general a Prejudice a- 


is Trade unleſs our Navigation be free and open. What if the Merchants at one of our Ports ſhould re- 
.  olve to employ no Veſſels but ſuch as they build at their own Port. and manned with a fixed Pro- 
Portion of People of their own Town, would not this enable the Merchants at other Ports, which 
 Jhould be free to all the Ships and Sailors of the Nation, to underſell them and ruin their Trade? 


And where is the Difference with regard to this Caſe, between our own Ports compared with one an- 


other; and thoſe of other Nations with our own? Let the Gentleman ſhew how a Monopoly to our own 
People at Sea can be of Service to our Navigation and foreign Trade, any more than the Monopolies 


is Practice is carried on van never alter the Nature of it. 
re me, done 


Mi 2 Nel 


ion: J Thall thei erefore take no 
8 che Gentleman ſhews me in mack no- Remarks on ſome Obſeriritions of mine, which; thou 9. 
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of the C Nene ng to the iy: on ores Coin 20 Mal, is of 10 a Appen ancs 
to this ation, as it appears to me to be; T ſhall be juſtified in offering again to the Public ſome 
Thoughts concerning it. The Demands on the Goyerninent for this Bounty, for ſome Years paſt, 
have mounted to more than 250,0001. a Year a Sum which ought not to be neglected, or wantonly 
pended, by a Nation, whoſe Debts exceed Seventy Milkons. Some, perhaps, may be inclined oy 
£ that "the Bounty could not have ariſen to fo great a Sum without conſiderable Frauds ; and to 
think chat ſuch Frauds may too eaſily be committed at any Port, where the Officers are either dif- 
woneh, or careleſs. But it is not to my Purpoſe to examine theſe Suſpicions. If they are juſt, the 
blic has indeed been robbed : But the Nation is in a better Situation, than if all the Money had 
een fairly applied. The leſs of our Corn has been exported, the Teſs is the Advantage we have gi- 
ven to Foreigners, the leſs the Hardſhip our poor La | ul the leſs the Injur 
to tlie Sale of our Goods abroad, and conſequently to our Seamen, Manufacturers, and Farmers at 
_ home, That all theſe Miſchiefs ariſe from the Bounty, has been ſpewn in my two former Letters. 
But, if any one ſhould ſtill think theſe Aſſertions doubtful; let him endeavour to determine, when 
the Bounty ought to take Place. The Growth of Corn in England has been for many Years paſt ge- 
wee more plentiful, than in any other Part of Europe. Will he ſay, that the Bounty ſnhould be 
paid to the Merchant, when the Price of Corn is a fufficient Encouragement to the Exportation of 
it: Or, ſuppoſing that the Caſe was otherwiſe, and that Corn was generally leſs plentiful here than 
abroad ; will he 1 „that, by hiring the Merchant to carry it away; we thould raiſe the Price at home 


'1 


s? Ought the Merchant, in theſe Caſes, to have the Reward 7 Whether he carries away 
to ſtarve our Manufacturers ; or When it is ſo ches 
arkets; muſt he ſtill Be pai by the Public? That 


Neigh 
our Won, when it is too dear, and thus hel 


chat he can find a fufficient Gain at foreign N 


py four Shillings an Acre, when it lies in open F ields, is well worth ten or twelve when it is inclofèd. 


fe Tt cheaper. But theſe Inducements are entirely owing to the Increaſe of our People, and that 


ſubſiſt at Land can benefit or promote our Manufactures, The nene on. which A W Y 


urers have ſuffered, the leſs the Injury done 


fil higher, and t ereby render al our Labour, both at Sea and Land, dearer than amongſt our c 
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me in this Point, I would anſwer, ſo much the better for us. For we cannot have a free and open E 
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It is undoubtedly true, that a Nation always increaſes in Wealth #1 proportion as the Valiie of ol» 

Commodities it exports exceeds the Value of thoſe it imports: And from hence many are too apt td 

© - conclude, that all Encouragements to Exportations are beneficial. But they forget; that the Value 
of the Exports mult be eſtimated by the Returns made for them; and that ſuch Arts; as increaſe | 

the Quantity of our Exports, may ſo much diminiſh their Price abroad, that upon the whole th 


Nation ſhall loſe by them. They forget alſo, that ſuch Arts, as, by increaſing the rags: > . 
1 


ſome one Commodity; prevent the Exportation of many others of greater Value, are likewiſe 
mental to the Nation, and the certain Means of impoveriſhing it. ws 
Some have imagined, that the Intereſts of the different Parts of out Iſland are not gloſely con- 
nected; and that, while the inland Counties depend on Manufactures, the Coaſts are Ehiefly 12 
ported by the Sale of Corn abroad. If this Notion be true, the Miſchiefs of this Bounty muſt be 


. 


ws 
| 25 Ws 5 


_ ſoon follow. When our Trade is loſt, we ſhall not be able, as has been ſhewn, to grow Corn cheaper 
than our Neighbours 3 nor ſo cheap as thoſe, who ſhall be wiſe enough to gain it from us, Our Na 
vigation too, in which we place ſo much Confidence, muſt ſoon follow our Trade; and the Num- 
ber of our Ships muſt decline, as our Country becomes uninhabited. ö i to, 
| Let us ſuppoſe, that, inſtead of a Bounty on exported Corn, one ſhould be given on Corn an 


felt firſt; and. moſt ſeverely, in the inland Parts of the Kingdom. But its Effects on the, Coaſts Wii! 
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the Neceſſaries of Life conſumed at home. What would be the Conſequence,? Every thing would 
become more plentiful, and this Plenty would invite Inhabitants, and make Labour cheaper. Theſe 


are great Advantages, and might certainly be thus obtained, if ſuch a Bounty could be given. But 
ho muſt pay it? If it muſt be raiſed by a Tax on the People, then it is only taken from them and 
returned to them again; and not without great Loſs in paſſing through the Hands of the Tax- 
- gatherers and Diſtributers of the Bounty. But though ſuch a Scheme would greatly hurt the Nation; 
yet it could not ſo immediately produce thoſe fatal Conſequences, which mult ariſe from our Method 
of raifing Taxes, in order to give all the Advantages before deſcribed to our Rivals in Trade. 
If a Bounty, beſtowed in the Manner here ſuppoſed, would be prejudicial to Trade; every othet _ 
muſt be ſo. To give a Bounty on Exports, is the ſame Thing as to ſel] our Goods for leſs than the 
natural Price. To give a Bounty on Imports, is the ame Thing as to buy foreign Goods for more 
than the natural Price. To give a Bounty on any ne Trade, is to hire our People to work 28 
ſome Diſadvantage. For, in a free Courſe of Trade and Induſtry, every one will chooſe that Em- 


ployment, which brings the greateſt Profit to himſelf, and to the Nation. Every kind of Bounty; 


whether on Exports or Imports, on home or foreign Trade, has all the Inconveniences of Taxes 
doubled: For they muſt firſt be raiſed by Taxes, and thus they increaſe the Prices of thoſe Things 
on which they are charged: And they oblige our People to ſell cheaper, and buy dearer, than they 
would otherwiſe do; and thus, in effect, they tax their Induſtry again. Such Bounties as are ap- 
plied to foreign Trades, are for a Reaſon already mentioned, more pernicious than others. But of 


* 
1 


' #* theſe none is ſo plainly deſtructive to all Trade, as that for the Exportation of Corn and Malt. We 
may therefore conclude. that. as all Bounties are bad, ſo this is the worſt of the worſt Kind. 
= VTV 
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| HOUGH the Nature of Farming is little uhderſtood ; yet I cannot-but be ſurprized to find} ö 

| that no Notice has been taken of my Arguments drawn from it by any of the Defenders of 
the Bounty. I have obſerved the different Values of incloſed and open Fields; and have ſhewng._ 
that this Difference at leaſt, if not a greater Part of the Value of our Land ariſes from Trade; and 


that the Rents of all Eſtates, if our Trade was ruined, muſt fall below four Shillings an Acre, the 
eneral Rate of open Fields. From hence the Concluſion is plain and ſtrong, that if the yo; 1 * 


urts Trade, none of the ſuppoſed Advantages of it to the Farmer and Land-Owner, were they 

could make them Reparation. ED beth | tw, „ 4 

I have obſerved further, that the Price of Land does not depend on the Price of Corn fo much 

a is uſually imagined, If the Farmer, by varying his Crops, can increaſe their Quantity, though 
he ſells every Part of them cheaper, he may pay the ſame or a greater Rent. How this is done on-the 

light and middle Kind of Land, by ſowing Turnips and foreign Graſs, has been already explained.” 

Improvements of the ſame Kind might and would C carried further than they are at preſent; in other 


5 Places, by Hemp, Flax, &c. and foreign Graſs. But theſe the Bounty either prevents or retards. 


ä ⁰ Ü ee 


Land untilled may be conſidered as Materials for a Manufacture. Theſe commonly, I might fay, al- 
Ways, bear the higheſt Price when the Trade in which they are employed flouriſnes moſt. And that 
muſt be in the moſt flouriſhing State, when the Goods it manufactures are ſold at the loweſt Rates. 
Any conſiderable Improvements in the Arts of working our Wool, would certainly make the Material 
dearer, and the Cloth cheaper. If the ſame kind of Reaſoning be applied to Land, it will not ſeem 
incredible, that, by taking off the Bounty, and giving our Trade a full Scope; the Price of corn ſhould: 
be diminiſhed, and yet both the Profits of the Farmer and the Rents of his Landlord be increaſed. © g 
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